
Life of a Tree Project 
By looking at a tree cookie (a cross-section of a tree), you can read the story of that 
tree’s life. You can see the different events that happened to it and the environment it 
lived in. You can tell where it lived, if it went through a drought, was affected by disease, 
construction and fire. You can also see when it had excellent growing conditions with 
lots of sunshine, water and nutrients to feed on.

Task
Your job is to choose a tree, create its tree cookie and tell its life. The five events must 
be realistic and believable for a tree that would be found in Alberta.

In your final product, you must have:

1. A neatly drawn picture of the tree cookie that shows the 5 realistic events that 
happened to the tree and the correct number of rings for the age.

2. The tree cookie must be clearly labelled with the 5 events.

3. An introductory paragraph that explains:
a. The name and type of tree
b. The age of the tree
c. Where in Alberta this tree would have lived
d. The 5 different events that happened to it

4. 5 event information paragraphs with information on each of the 5 
    different events that explain in detail:

a. What is the event
b. How this event affects the tree
c. How this event can affect all trees and the whole 

forest ecosystem

This project is due: ___________________________

Comments:

@mr_polsky
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